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The WORLD as it goes, 


2 
CHAPTER I. 
NM MONGS T the Gen: 


A g who preſide over the 
* Empires of the World, 


M. 


Eburiel is one of the Firſt Rank, 
and is appointed for the Province of 


B - . - © Upr 


# BaBovc; or, 


Upper-Afia. One Morning he * 
ſcended at the Abode of Babouc 
upon the Banks of the River Oxus 
and ſaid to him, Babouc the Follies 
and Exceſſes of the Perfans* have 
drawn down our Wrath ; Yeſter- 
day was held an Aſſembly of the 
Genii of Upper-Afia, to determine 
if they ſhould chaſtiſe Perſepolrs or 
deſtroy it. Go into that City, exa- 
mine every thing, and then return 
and give me a faithful Account of 
it ; upon thy Report I will refolve 
whether to correct the City or ex- 
terminate it. But, my Lord, an- 
ſwered Babouc, ſubmiſſively, I 
have never been inPerſia+;Iknow 
-* The French, + France. no- 
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nobody there. So much the better, 
ſaid the Angel, thou wilt not be 
partial; Heaven has given thee 
Diſcernment, which is a very fair 
Preſent, and I add to it the Gift 
of inſpiring Confidence: Go, ob- 
ſerve, liſten, and fear nothing, 
thou ſhalt be 8 where well 
received. 


Babeuc mounted his Camel, 
and departed with his Servants. 
After ſome Days he met the Per- 
an Army near the Plains of Sen- 
naar, who were on the point of 
giving Battel to the Indian * Army. 
He accoſted a Soldier whom he 
The Engliſb. B 2 found 


Sa o ve; 


found at a diſtance from the camp, 
and aſked him the Cauſe of the 
War: By all the Gods, ſaid the 
Soldier, I know nothing of the 
matter. It is not my Buſineſs, 
my Trade is to kill and be killed, 
to get my bread; It matters not 
whom] ſerve. I may poſſibly even 
to-morrow deſert to the Camp 
of the Indians; for it is reported 
that they give almoſt half a Drac- 
ma of Copper aday to their 
Soldiers more than we have in this 
curſed Perſian Service: but if you 
would know why we fight, even 
aſk my Captain. 


Babouc 
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Babouc having made the Soldier 
a ſmall Preſent, entered the. 
Camp; he ſoon got acquainted 
with the Captain, and aſked him. 
the ſubject of the War. How 
can you imagine. that I know it, 
faid the Captain, and what ſignifies 
the Occaſion of it to me. I live 
two Hundred Leagues from Per- 
ſepolis, I hear that War is decla- 
red, I go, according to our Cuſtom, . 
to ſeek Preferment or Death. But 5 
do not your Comrades know more: 
of it than you, ſaid Babouc ? not. 
one of them replied the Officer, 
only our chief Satrapi knows ex- 
actly the reaſon why we cut each 
others Throats. B3 Babouc 
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- Babouc amazed, introduced 
himſelf to the Generals, and be- 
came familiar with them. At 
laſt, one of them informed him, 
that the War, which for twenty 
Vears, had lain Aſia waſte, aroſe 
originally from a Quarrel between 
our Eunuch and one of the Wives 
of the King of Pera, and an 
Officer of the Cuſtoms of the 
King of India. The diſpute was 


about a Duty which amounted to 
almoſt the Thirtieth Part of a Da- 
rique. The Prime Miniſter of the 
Indies, and ours, with great Dignity 
maintained the Intereſt of their re- 
ſpective Maſters; the Diſpute grew 


Warm. 
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warm. They took the Field with 

an Army of a Million of Soldiers 
on both ſides. That Army muſt 
be yearly recruited with more than 
four Hundred Thouſand Men; 
Murders, Burnings, Ruin and De- 
vaſtations increaſe: the Univerſe 
ſuffers, and the Miſchief conti- 
nues. Our firſt Miniſter and the 
Miniſter of the Vudies, often pro- 
teſt, That they act only for the 
Good of Mankind, and at every 
Proteſtation, ſome City is de- 
ſtroyed, and ſome Province ra- 


vaged. 


The next Day, upon Report 
B 4 „ 
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which was ſpread that Peace was 
about to be concluded, The Ge- 
nerals were eager to give Battle ; 
a bloody one was fought. Ba- 
bouc ſaw all the Miſtakes, all the 
 Abominations of it; he was wit- 
neſs to the Behaviour of the prin- 
cipal Satrapi, who did all in their 
Power to make their Chief fight. 
He ſaw Officers killed by their 


own-Troops, he ſaw Soldiers diſ- 


patch their expiring Comrades to 


get from them a few bloody Rags; 
he entered the Hoſpitals, whi- 
ther they carried the wounded, 
the greateſt Part of whom died 

through the Negligence of thoſe 


ver y 
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very Perſons whom the King of 
Perfia largely paid to aſſiſt them. 
Are theſe Men, faid Babouc, or 
wild Beaſts? Ah! I fee plainly, 
Perſepolis will be deſtroyed. 


Entirely poſſeſs d with that 
thought, he went into the Camp 
of the Indians; he was as well 
received there as in that of the 
Perſians, as had been foretold him; 
but ſaw, with Horror, the ſame 
Diſorders there as in the other 
Camp. Ho, ho! faid he to 
himſelf, If the Angel 1hurel 
would exterminate the Perſians, 


the Angel of the Indies muſt alſo 
deſtroy 


% 
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| deſtroy the Indians. Having after- 
. wards enquired more act; 
of what paſſed in both the Armies, 
he was informed of Actions of 
Generoſity, Greatneſs of Mind, 
and Humanity, which ſurpriſed 
and raviſhed him with Delight; 
inexplicable Mortals, cried he, 
how can you join ſo much Baſe- 
neſs and Grandeur with ſo many 
Virtues and Crimes. 


In the Interim Peace was de- 
clared, the Chiefs on both ſides 


who had each of them obtained 
Victories, who had cauſed the 


blood of ſo many of their Fellow- 
Creatures 
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Creatures to be ſhed only for their 
own Intereſt, returned to their 

own Court to intrigue for Gratui- 
ties. They celebrated the Peace 
by Public Writings, which were 
full of nothing but the Return 
of Virtue and Felicity upon 
Earth. God be praiſed ! faid Ba- 
bouc, Perſepolis will be the abode 
of pure Innocence, it will not be 
deſtroyed as the Genii intended. 

Let us go without Delay to that 
Capital of Afi. 


12 BABOU c; or, 
CHAP. II. 


HE came to that immenſe City 
through the ancient Gate, 
which was of barbarous ( Go- 
thick) Structure, and the diſguſt- 
ing Ruſticity whereof was offen- 
five to the fight. All that Part 
of the City ſavoured of the Time 
in which it was Built; for not- 
withſtanding the Obſtinacy of 
Men 1n praiſing the Antique at 
the Expence of the Moderns, It 
muſt be owned that the firſt 
Eſſays are always clumſy. 


Babouc 
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Babouc joined with a Croud 
of Perſons the moſt dirty and ugly 

of both Sexes. That Throng of 
People threw themſelves, with an 
Air of Stupidity, into a dark and 
diſmal Encloſure *. By the continual 
humming, by the moving about, 
by the Money which ſome Per- 
ſons gave to others for the Right 


of fitting down, he thought 


he was-in a Market where 
they fold Straw-chairs: but 
ſoon obſerving that ſeveral Wo- 
men kneeled down, and ſeemed 
to look very attentively fore- 
right, whilſt they, at the ſame 
time, caſt ſidelong Looks on the 

* A Church. | Men, 
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14. 


Men, he perceived that he was 


in a Temple. Harſh, hoarſe, 
favage and diſſonant Voices, 


made the Vault reſound with 


Sounds 7/1 - articulated, which 
produced the ſame Effet as 


the Voices of the Onagri, when 


they anſwer to the Goats Herd's 


Horn, that calls them home 
from the Plains of the P:&a- 
vi. He ſtopped his Ears, but he 
was ready likewiſe to ſhut his 
Eyes and hold his Noſe, when he 
faw Workmen enter the Temple 


with Pickaxes and Shovels, who 
took up a large Stone, and threw 


2 on each ſide the Earth, from 


which 
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which exhaled a peſtiferous Smell: 
They afterwards laid a dead Body 
in the Hole and covered it with 
the Stone. What, cried Babouc ! 
do theſe People bury their Dead 
in the Place where they worſhip 
the Divinity? Are their Temples 
paved with dead Carcaſes? I am 
no longer ſurpriſed at thoſe peſti- 
lential Maladies which often lay 
Perſepolis waſte. The rottenneſs of 
the Dead, and that of ſo many of 
the Living gathered together, and 
_ confined in little Room in the 
fame Place, is ſufficient to poiſon 
the terreſtrial Globe: What a 
filthy City is Perſepolis. I will 
adviſe Ihuriel to deſtroy it. 


16 BABOU c; cr. 


EAA 


ND now the Sun was ap- 
proaching the Summit of his 
Career: Babouc was to dine at the 
other End of the Town, with a 
Lady to whom her Huſband had 
ſent Letters by him; he firſt took 
ſeveral Turns in Perſepolis ; he 
ſaw other Temples better built, 
and better ornamented, filled with 
a polite Congregation, and ring- 
ing with harmonious Muſick. He 
faw Publick-Fountains which, 
though ill- placed, ſtruck the Sight 


by 


2 ——ů— EE ͤ—— — — * 
-_ 22 „„ — 2 
a — + „ — — Rr IG — = m — 
* 
P 


—————— 
———— Ca II 


by their Beauty; Squares, where 
ſeemed to breathe in Braſs, the 


beſt Kings who had governed 
Perſia; Other Squares where you 


heard the People exclaim, when 
ſhall we ſee here the Maſter we 
Love! He admired the magnifi- 


cent Bridges, built over the 


River, and the commodious 
Keys and lofty Palaces, built on 
each Side, as alſo an immenſe 
Houſe where Thouſands of old, 
wounded and conquering Soldiers 
paid their Thanks each Day to the 
God of Armies. He came at laſt to 


the Houſe of the Lady who ex- 


pected him to Dinner with a 
. C Com- 
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Company of Perſons of Diſtinc- 
tion. The Houſe was neat and 
elegantly furniſned; the Repaſt 
delicious, the Lady, young, fair, 
witty, and engaging ; the Com- 
pany worthy her; and Babouc ſaid 
to himſelf continually, ſurely the 
Angel Iburiel cannot ſeriouſly 
deſign to deſtroy ſo charming a 
City. 


The Wok p as it goes. 19 
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N the mean time, he perceived 
that the Lady who began with 
tenderly aſking of him an Account 
of her Huſband, ſpoke more ten- 
derly towards the cloſe of Dinner 
to a young Prieſt. He ſaw a Ma- 
giſtrate, who before his Wife's 
Face briſkly preſſed a Widow, 
and that indulgent Relict warmly 
ogled the Magiſtrate, whilſt ſhe 
was giving her Hand to a hand- 
| ſome and modeſt young Citizen. 


The Magiſtrate's Wife aroſe from 
2 2 the 


fo BAB OU cc; er, 


the Table, to go and converſe 
with her Director (who was ex- 
pected at Dinner, but came too 
late) in an adjoining Cloſet; and 
the Director being an elegant 
Man, his Coverſation was ſo full 
of Sanctity and Vehemence, that 
when the Lady returned, her 
Eyes were moiſt, her cheeks en- 
flamed, her Steps tottering, and 
her Voice tremblin g. Then Babouc 
began to fear, that the Genii 1thy- 
.riel had Reaſon for his Reſolves. 
The Talent which had been given 


him of obtaining every one's Con- 


fidence, let him the next day into 


the Lady's Secrets. She confeſſed 
to 
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to him her Inclination for the 
young Prieſt; and aſſured him, 
that in all the Houſes in Perſepolis 
he would find the ſame as in hers. 

Babouc concluded that ſuch a So- 
ciety could not ſubſiſt. That Jea- 
louſy, Diſcord, and Ven geance, 
would deſtroy all their Families. 
That Tears and Blood muſt fall 
every Day; that the Huſbands 
would certainly kill their Wives 
Gallants, or be killed by them; 
and, in ſhort, that Ihuriel would 
do well at once to deſtroy a City 
abandoned to continual Diſaſters. 


ES CHAP. 
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EEEEEELLEL LELLLLS 
C H A P. V. 


JE was plunged in theſe me- 

lancholy Ideas when there 
appeared at the Door, a grave 
Man, in a black Cloak, who in 
an humble manner deſired to 
ſpeak to the young Magiſtrate. 
The latter, without riſi ing from 
his Seat, without fo much as look- 
ing on him, in a haughty and 
| fighting 1 manner gave him ſortie 
Papers, and diſmiſſed him. Ba- 
Bouc enquired Who the Man was? 
the Miſtreſs of the Houſe told 
him, in a Whiſper, that he was 


One 


. . * if * 
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one of the beſt Advocates in the 
City, and had ſtudied the La 
fifty Years: that the Gentleman 
who was but five and Twenty 
Years old, and who had been for 
two Days a Judge, had given him 
the Papers and Proceedings of # 
Law-fuit, in which he is to give 
a Sentence, and which he has not 
yet looked into, to make a Bre- 
viat of them. This young, giddy, 
Fellow, ſaid Balouc does wiſely 
to aſk Counſel of an ald Man; 
but why is not the old Man a 
Judge ? you jeſt, ſurely faid. they, 
Perſons who have paſſed the beſt 
Part of their Lives. in laborious 
| C 4 and 
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and ſubaltern | Employments, 
never arrive at Dignities. That 
young Man has a conſiderable 
Poſt becauſe his Father is rich, 
and here the ' Buſineſs of doing 
juſtice is bought like a Farm. 
Oh! Manners! oh unhappy City, 
cried Babouc, this is the utmoſt 
Extent of Diſorder: Doubtleſs 
they who have thus bought the 
Right of giving Judgment, makes 
Sale of it. What -an Abyſs of Ini- 


quity do Tee | | 


As he was thus * his 
Giief and Surprize, a young War- 


rior, who was that Day returned 
| from 
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from the Army, ſaid to him, | 
Why would you not have the 
Employments of the Law bought 
and fold ? I have purchaſed the 
right of braving Death at the 
Head of Two Thouſand Men 
whom I command; It coft me 
forty Thouſand Dariques of Gold 
this Year, in order to lie on the 
bare Ground thirty Nights toge- 
ther in a red Coat, and to receive 
two conſiderable Wounds with an 
Arrow,. the Pain of 'which I yet 
feel. If I ruin myſelf to ſerve the 
Perſian Emperor whom T never 
ſaw, ſurely the Judge here may 
afford to give ſomething. for the 
| plea- 
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pleaſure of ſitting on the 'Bench 


and hearing Cauſes. Babouc being 


ſeized with Indignation, could not 
help condemning in his Heart, 
a Country where they put up at 
Auction the Dignities of Peace 
and War; he haſtily concluded, 
that they muſt be entirely ignorant 
both of War and the Laws, and 
that even though Iburiel did not 
exterminate thoſe People, they 
would periſh through their own 
deteſtable Adminiſtration. 


His bad Opinion ſtill increas'd_ 
at the arrival of a fat Man, who 


Ming very familiarly ſaluted the 


* whole 


27 
whole Company, approached the 
young Officer, and told him, 1 
cannot lend you more than fifty 
Thouſand Dariques of Gold, for 
really the Cuſtoms of the Empire 
have brought me in but three 
Hundred Thoufand this Feat. 
Babouc enquired who the Man 
was, that complained of getting 
ſo little, and was informed that 
there were in Per /polrs Seventy- 
two plebean Kings, who had 
taken a Leaſe of the Perfian Em- 
pire, and paid a ſmall Rent to the 
Monarch. 6 
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CHAP. VI. 
> ee dinner he went to one 


of the moſt magnificent 
Temples of the City; he ſat in 
the midſt of a Company of Men 
and Women who came there to 


paſs the time. A Magus appeared 
in an elevated Machine, and ſpoke 
a long time of Vice and Virtue. 


This Magus divided into ſeveral 
Heads that which had no need 


to be divided; he metho- 


dically proved that which was 
very clear, and taught that which 
| they 


! . 
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they knew before. He was coldly 
impaſſioned, and departed in a 
Sweat, and out of Breath. The 
whole Aſſembly then awaked, 
and thought they had been preſent 
at an Homily for Inſtruction. 
Babouc ſaid, Here is a Man who 
has done his beſt to tire two or 
three Hundred of his fellow Citi- 
Zens, but his Intentions were 

good, and Perſepolis will not be 

deſtroyed on that account. | 


When he came out of this Aſ- 
ſembly, they conducted him to 
ſee a public Feſtival which was 
celebrated every Day in the Year. 
Twas 


W Baso c; or, 


"T'was in a fort of Baſilick, in the 
further End of which apppeared 
a Palace. The moſt beautiful 
Women of Perſepohs, the moſt 
conſiderable Satrapi, ranged and 
placed in order, formed ſo fine a 
fight, that Babouc at firſt thought 
the whole Entertainment had con- 
ſiſted therein. Two or three Per- 
ſons dreſſed like Kings and 
Queens, ſoon appeared in the 
Veſtibulum of that Palace; their 
Language was very different from 
that of the common People; It 
was meaſured, harmonious. and 
_ ſublime : No Perſen ſlept, but all 
attentively liſtened, and in pro- 

found 
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found Silence, which was inter- 
rupted only by. Teſtimonies of 
Senſibility and Public Admiration, 
The Duty of Kings, the Love of 
Virtue, and the Dangers of the 
Paſſions, were. expreſſed by ſuch 

lively and touching Strokes, that 
Babouc ſhed Tears. He did not 
doubt but thoſe Heroes and He- 
roines, thoſe Kings and Queens 
whom he had juſt heard, were 
the Preachers of the Empire ; he 
even propoſed engaging Jthurzel 


to come and hear them; being 
certain that ſuch a Spectacle 
would reconcile him for ever to 
the City. | 


80 
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So ſoon as the Entertainment 
was over, he was deſirous of viſit- 
ing the principal Queen, who in 
that fine Palace had dealt out ſo 
noble and pure a Morality; he in- 
troduced himſelf to her Majeſty; 
he was conducted up a narrow 
Stair- caſe to the ſecond Floor into 
'2 very ill-furniſned Apartment, 
'where he found a Woman meanly 
drefled, who ſaid to him with a 
noble and pathetic Air; This 
Employment doth not furniſh me 
,wherewith to live - one of the 
Princes you ſaw hath got me with 
«Child. I ſhall lye-in ſoon; J 
want Money, and there's no lye- 

1 ing 
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ing in without it. Bahouc gave 


her one Hundred Dariques of 
Gold, ſaying, If there are no other 
Follies or Exceſſes but theſe in | 
the City, Ihuriel would be in the 
wrong to be ſo angr. 


From thence he went to paſs 
the Evening with the Merchants 
of magnificent Trifles. An un- 
derſtanding Man, with whom he 
had made an Acquaintance, car- 
ried him there. He bought what 
he liked, and they with great 
Politeneſs ſold it him for twice 
as much as it was worth. At 


* 
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his return home, his Friend 
> «4 3 D ſhe we d 
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ſhewed him how greatly he had 

been impoſed on. Babouc wrote 
down the Merchant's Name in his 
Table-Book that he might be diſ- 
tinguiſhed by Irburiel in the Day 
of puniſhment of the City. 
Whilſt he was writing, ſome Per- 
fon knocked at the Door; it was 
Merchant himſelf who 
brought back Babouc's Purſe 
which he had left by miſtake on 


the Merchant's Counter. How 


can it be, cried Babouc, that you 
ſhould be fo faithful and ſo gene- 
rous, after not having been a- 
ſhamed to make me pay forTrifl 
four times more than their Vahue ? 
There 
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There is no Trader of any Credit 
in this City, anſwered the Mer- 
chant, who would not Have 
brought back your Purſe. But 
you were miſinfortned when you 
were told I fold you my Goods 
for four times more than they 
were worth ; I ſold them you for 
ten times more; which is fo true 
dur if you would Ar ii"s 
Month hence, you will not get 
even the tenth part. But nothing 


zs more right; tis the wavering 


Fancy of Mankind which fixes 
the Price of thoſe frivolous 
Things; tis that Fancy which 
9 %«ͤ;¾1e- 
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gives Bread to the Workmen I 
employ; tis that which gives me 
a good Houſe, an eaſy. Coach, 
and good Horſes; In ſhort, tis 
that excites Induſtry, and main- 
tains Taſte, Circulation and Abun- 
dance. 


I fell the fame Trifles to 
Foreigners ſtill dearer than to 
you, and thereby am uſeful to 
the Empire. Babouc, after hav- 
ing muſed a little, ſtruck him 
out of his Book; for i in ſhort, ſaid 
he, the Arts of Luxury are not 
very. numerous in any Empire, 


but 
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but where all the neceſſary Arts 


are exerciſed, and the Nation is 
populous and rich. Iburiel ap- 
pears to be a little too ſevere 
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CH AP. VII. 


ABOUC being very uncertain 
what to think of Perſepolis, 
reſolved to viſit the Magi and Lit- 
terati, for the one ſtudied Wiſ- 

dom, and the other Religion; 
and he flattered himſelf that they 
would obtain Favour and Mercy 
for the reſt of the People. The 
next Day in the Mornin g, he 
went to a College of the Magi. 
The Archimandrite owned to him 
that he had a yearly Revenue of 
one Hundred Thouſand Crowns 
| | for 
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for taking the Vow of Poverty, 
and that he exerciſed a pretty ex- 
tenſive Empire by virtue of his 
Vow of Humility; after this he 
left Babouc with a young Bro- 
ther who did the Honours of the 
Body ; whilſt that Brother was 
ſhewing him all that was magnifi- 
cent in that Houſe of Penitence, 
a Report aroſe that he was come 
to reform all thoſe kind of Houſes. 
He immediately received Petitions 
from each of them; and all the : 
Petitions contained in ſubſtance, 
Preſerve us, and deſtroy all the 
reſt. To hear their Apologies they 
were all very neceſſary to Society; 
D 4 to 
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to hear their reciprocal Accuſa- 
tions, they all deſerved to be an- 
nihilated : He could not help ad- 
nuring how all of them in order 
to ediſy the World wanted to 
have the Empire over it. Then 
there accoſted him a little Man 
who was a demy Magus, and who 
Whiſpered in his Ear, I fee the 
Work is about to be accompliſh- 
ed; for Zerduſt is returned upon 
the Earth, young Virgins pro- 
pheſy by cauſing the Pinchers to 
be applied to their Noſes, and 
the Rod to their Hinder- parts. 
It is evident the End of the 
World is at hand: Cannot you 

| : before 
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before that extraordinary Epocha 
proteſt us from the Grand Lama ? 
what Nonſenſe, ſaid Babouc, againſt 
the Grand Lama ? what that Pon- 
tif-King who reſides at Thibet? 
Yes, ſaid the Demy- Magus (with 
an obſtinate air) againſt him. 
What then you make War with 
him, ſaid Babcuc, and have 
Armies I ſuppoſe? No, anſwered 
the other; but we have written 
two or three Thouſand Books in 
Folio againſt him, which No- 
body ever reads, and full as many 
Pamphlets, which we cauſe the 
Women to read. He has ſcarce 
heard our Names, he has only con- 
| demned 
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demned us, as a Maſter orders the 
Trees in his Garden to be. 


|  Bobouc ſhuddered at the Folly 

of thoſe Men who made a Pro- 
feſſion of Wiſdom ; at the Intri- 
gues of thoſe who had renounced 
the World; at the Ambition and 
covetous Pride of thoſe who 
taught Humility and Diſintere- 
ſtedneſs; and concluded, that Lbu- 
ricl had good Reaſon to deſtroy 
the whole Swarm of them, 


CHAP, 


The Wo RLD as it goes. 43 


CH AP. VIII. 
EING returned to his Houſe, 
he ſent for ſome new Books 
to ſoften his Chagrin, and invited 
ſome of the Litterati to Dinner, 
in order to make merry. There 
came as many again as he had in- 
vited, like Waſps attracted by Ho- 
ney : thoſe Paraſites were eager in 
| eating and ſpeaking : they praiſed 
two Sorts of Perſons, the Dead, 
and themſelves, but never their 


Cotemporaries, ſave only the 
Maſter of the Houſe, If either 


of 
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of them ſaid a witty thing, the 


reſt fixed their Eyes on the 
Ground, and bit their Lips for 
Grief they had not ſaid it them- 
ſelves. They had leſs Diſſimula- 
tion than the Magi, becauſe the 
Objects of their Ambition were 
leſs. Every one of them was in- 
triguing for the Place of a Valet, 


and the Reputation of a great 


Man; they ſaid to each other in- 


ſulting Things, which they miſ- 
took for ſtrokes of Wit. The 
Dinner over, every Man departed 
alone, for there were not two in 


the whole Company who could 


bear each other, or even ſpeak to 
each 
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each other, but at the Table of 
the Rich who invited them to 
their Houſes. Babouc Judged it 

would be no great Misfortune if 
all that Vermin ſhould * in 
the general Deſtruction. 


CHAP. 
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NA 
CO ſoon as he had got rid of 
thoſe People, he began to 
read ſome of the new Books, 
which ſtrongly ſavoured of the 
Spirit of his Gueſts. He ſaw 
above all, with Indignation, thoſe 
Gazettes of Slander, thoſe Ar- 
chives of bad Taſte which had been 
dictated by Envy, Meanneſs and 
Hunger. Thoſe low Satires in 
which they ſpare the Vulture and 

| deſtroy the Dove; thoſe Ro- 
mances without the leaſt Con- 
SEES trivance 
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trivance or Fancy, i in which you ſee 
ſo many Deſcriptions of Women, 
of whom the Author had no 
Knowledge. He threw all theſe. 
deteſtable Works into the Fire, 
and went out in the Evening to 
take a Walk. They introduced 
to him one of the Litterati, an 
old Man, who had not increaſed 
the Number of his Paraſites. This 
Perfon always ſhunned the Crowd, 
knew Mankind, and communi- 
cated his Knowledge with Diſere- 
tion. Babouc expreſſed to him his 
Grief about what he had read and 
what he had ſeen, | 
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Vou have ſeen very deſpicabie 
Things, faid this ſenſible learned 
Man; but at all Times; in all 
| Countries, and in all Things, the 
worſt Sort ſwarms, and the Good 
1s rare, you entertained in your 
Houſe the refuſe of Pedantry, 
becauſe in all Profeſſions, thoſe 
who are the leaſt worthy to appear, 


always thruſt themſelves in with 
the greateſt Impudence. The truly 
wiſe, live at Home, retired and 
at their caſe; there are ſtill 
amongſt us Men and Baoks 
worthy your Regard and Conſide- : 
ration, Whilſt this paſſed, ano- 
ther of the Litterati joined them. 
Their 
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Their Diſcourſe was fo pleaſing | 
and inſtructive, ſo raiſed above 
Prejudices, and ſo conformable 
to Virtue, that Babouc owned, he 
had never heard the like. Theſe 
are Men, ſaid he to himſelf, 
that the An gel Iburiel will not 
dare to touch, unleſs he be very 
mercyleſs. 


But though he was reconciled 
to the Litterati, he ſtill continued 
his Wrath againſt the reſt of the 
Nation. You are a F oreigner, 
ſaid the judicious Man who ſpoke 
to him; Abuſes offer themſelves 
to your Eyes in Crowds, whilſt 

E the 
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© IP. 

the Good which lies concealed, and 
' which often is the reſult of thoſe 
very Abuſes, is hid from you. 
They then brought him to the 
chief Magus whom they called 
the Superintendant. This Man 
appeared worthy to Babouc to be 
at the Head of the Juſt; and he 
found there were many who re- 
ſembled him: He even thought 
that thoſe great Bodies, which by 
their oppoſitions to each other, 
feemed to bring on their com- 
mon Ruin, were, in the main, ſalu- 
tary Inſtitutions; that each So- 
ciety of the Magi, was a Curb to 
val; that tho' thoſe Emulators 
differed 
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differed in ſome Points, they all 
taught the ſame Morals, all ins 
ſtructed the People, and lived'in 
Obedience to the Laws; RU FTE. 
ceptors, who whilſt they were 
overlooking the Son, were them- 
ſelves watched by the Maſter of 
the Houſe. He converſed with ſe- 
veral whom he found endowed 


by . * me. . 


with celeſtial Minds. He learned 
that even amongſt the Madmen 
who pretended to make War 
againſt the Grand-Lama, there 
had been very great Men. He 
ſuſpected at laſt, that the Manners 
of the Per/ians might be like their 

| E 2 FEdifices, 
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Edifices, ſome of which ſeemed 
to be worthy of Pity, whilſt 
others had raviſhed him with 
Admuration, 
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E returned this Anſwer to the 
learned Man, I readily con- 
ceive, that thoſe Magi whom I 
thought ſo dangerous, are in the 
main very uſeful, eſpecially when 
a wiſeGovernment prevents them 
from making themſelves too ne- 
ceſſary; but you muſt however 
confeſs that your young Magiſ- 
trates, who buy the Poſt of Judges, 
ſo ſoon as they are able to ſit on 
Horſeback, muſt ſpeak in their 
Tribunals with the moſt ridicu- 
lous Folly and Impertinence, and 
E 3 give 


9 
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give their Judgments with the 
moſt perverſe Iniquity. It would 
ſurely be much better to give 


thoſe, Digmities gratis to thoſe old 
Lawyers who have paſſed their 


whole Lives i in weighing the Pro 
and Contra. 


The learned Man replied, you 
ſaw our Army before: : You arri- 
ved at Perſepolis: You know that 
our young Officers fight very 
bravely, though they purchaſed 

their Commiſſions. Perhaps you 
will find that our young Magiſ- 
trates are not bad Judges, though 
they bought their Patents. 


— 


The 
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The next Day he carried him 
to the great Tribunal where 
Judgment was to be given in a 
Cauſe of great Importance. The 
Caſe was known to all the Town. 
All thoſe old Lawyers who ſpoke 
to it were unſettled in their 
Opinions, they cited a Hundred 
Laws and not one of them was 
in point; they conſidered the Af- 
fair in a Hundred Lights, but not 
in the true one; the Judges de- 
termined more expeditiouſly than 
the Lawyers doubted. Thar 
Judgment was almoſt unani- 
mous. They judged rightly be- 
cauſe they followed the Light 

—_— of 


55 BABO UC; , 


of Reaſan, and the Arguments 
of the others were wrong, be- 
cauſe they had conſulted only 
Books. Babouc concluded that 
many good Things were found 
in the midſt of Abuſes. He per- 
ceived the very ſame Day that 
the Riches of the Finances, 
which had ſo much diſpleaſed 
him, might produce an excellent 
Effect. For the Emperor having 
been in great want of Money, he, 
by their Means, procured in an 
Hour what he could not have 
gotten in ſix Months by the 
uſual Methods; he perceived that 
thoſe great Clouds, ſwelled with 
. | the 
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the Dews of the Land, reſtored 


in Showers what they received in 


Drops. Beſides, the Children of 


thoſe Men, being often better 


educated than thoſe of more ancient 


Families, much exceeded them in 


Merit; for nothing hinders that a 


Man ſhould be a good Judge, a 


brave Warrier or a dextrous 


Stateſman, though his Father 


underſtood Fi — well. 


87 
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BY inſenſible Degre es, Babouc 
pardoned the Avidity of the 
=_ A Financier, who is not in the main 
j A more covetous than other Men, 


i 1 and who is very uſeful. He excuſed 
3 = the Folly of undoing a Man's ſelf 


to be a Judge, and to hazard his 
Life in the Army ; :aF olly which 
produced learned Judges and WW 
great Heroes. He pardoned the 
| Litterati for their Envy, amongſt iſ 
1 whom he found Men that in- 


< 


> ſtructed me World. He was re- 


Son- 
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conciled to the Ambitious Magi, 
amongſt whom he found more 
conſiderable Virtues, than petty 


Vices. But there ſtill remained 


many Grievances, and above all 
the Intrigues of the Ladies: and 
the Misfortunes which might be | 
the Conſequences of them, filled | 
him with Terror and Diſquie- 
tude, oe | 


As he was deſirous of ſearching 
into all Conditions of Men, he 
cauſed himſelf to be conducted 
to the Houſe of the Prime Miniſ- 
ter; but trembled all the Way 
leaſt ſome Woman ſhould be 

_ aſfaſſi- 
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aflaflinated by her Huſband in his 
fight. 


When he came there 
he was two Hours in the An- 


tichamber before his Name was 


ſent up, and two Hours after- 
wards. He determined with 
himſelf during that interval to 
recommend to Ithuriel both the 


Miniſter and his inſolent Uſhers. 


The Antichamber was crowded 
with Ladies of all Ranks, Mag: of 
all Colours, Judges, Merchants, 
Officers, and Pedants; every 
one complained of the Miniſter ; 
The Miſer and Uſurer ſaid, that 
doubtleſs he pillaged the Country; 


the capricious Man hs 
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him for being whimſical, the vos 
luptuous Man, faid he thought 
of nothing but his ; Pleaſures ; ; the 
Man of Intrigue e flattered himſelf 
that he ſhould ſoon ſee him 
ruined by a Party, and the Wo- 
men hoped they ſhould ſoon have 
a younger Miniſter. Babouc heard 
their Di Diſcourſes, he - could not 
help ſaying, this is a very happy 
Man, he has all his Enemies in 
his Antichamber, he by his Power 


cruſhes thoſe who envy him; he 
ſees at his Feet thoſe who deteſt 
him. He afterwards went-in, and 
| faw a little old Man bent under 

_ Weight of Years and Buſi- 


nels, 
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eſe, but ſill lively and full of 
Wit. 


Babouc pleaſed him, and he 
ſeemed to Babouc to be a valuable 
E Man. The Converſation became 

| particular. The Miniſter owned 

to him that he was very un- 
happy, that he was thought to be 

Rich, and was Poor, that they 
believed his Power to be unli- 
mited, and he was continually 
oppoſed, that he beſtowed Fa- 
vours only on ungrateful Men, 
and that during a continual. La- 
bour of forty Vears he had ſcarce 


. had a Moment's eaſe, Babouc 
ARS „ was 
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63 
was touched at it, and thought, 
that if this Man committed Crimes, 
and the An gel Irhuriel would 
puniſh him for them, he muſt 


not exterminate him, but only 
continue him in his Poſt. * 


CHAP, 


\ 
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7 HIL'ST he was ſpeaking 

to the Miniſter, the beauti- 
ful Lady: with whom he had 
dined, entered very haſtily ; in her 
Eyes, and on her Countenance, 
appeared the Symptoms of Grief 
and Anger. She burſt out 
into Reproaches againſt the 
Stateſman, ſhe ſhed Tears, and 
bitterly complained of their refu- iſ 
fing her Huſband aPoſt, which 
his Birth gave him room to aſpire 
to, and which he merited on Ac- 


count of his Service and the 
13 Wounds 


* 
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Wounds he had received; ſhe 
expreſſed herſelf ſo forcibly, com- 
plained in fo graceful a manner, 
_ deſtroyed the Objection with ſo 
much Dexterity; and with great 


Eloquoence ſet her Reaſons in ſo 
+ ſtrong a Light, that ſhe made 
her - Huſband's Fortune before 
* left the Chamber. 


; Babouc Irinded wie out: x" it 


+ poſſible, Madam, faid he unto her, 


That you have taken all theſe 
Pains for a Man you don't love, 


and from whom you have every 


thing to fear? A Man that I don't 
love? cried ſhe, pray know that 
1 my 
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my Hiuſband-is the beft Friend/T 

have in the Wald, that there 
is nothing I would not facmſice to 
him except my Lover; and that 
cept quitting his Miſtreſs. I will 
bring you acquainted with her, 
ſhe is a charming Woman, full 
of Wit, and has the beſt Charac - 

ter in the World, we. ſhall ſup 

together to night with my Huſ- 
band and my young Magus: come 
and'be a Partaker-of our Joy. 


The Lady conducted N. 
Bort to her Houſe, the Huſband 
2 who came at aft plunged in 

| | Grief, 
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Grief, ſaw again his Wife 'with 
Tranſports of Delight and Gratis 
tude, He by Turns embraced 
his Wife, his Miſtreſs, the young 
Magus, and Bobeuc. Paity, Gayr 
ty, Wit and the (Graces! Were 
the Soul of that Repoſt Learn, 
ſupped, chat thoſe whom We 
ſometimes call diſhoneſt Women, | 
have often the Whole Merit of 2 
Man of the greateſt Worth; and 
to convince yourſelf of it, go with 
me to-morrow and dine with the 
charming Theone. ' There are 

ſome antiquated Veſtals who pull 


her: to pieces, but the daes mat 
F 2 good 
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good than all of them together. 
She would not do the leaſt In- 
juſtice for the greateſt Advantage; 
She gives her Lover only generous 
Advice; ſhe is occupied only 
with his Glory; he would bluſh 
if he had omitted an opportunity 
of doing good; for there can be 
no greater Incitement to Virtue, 
than for the Miſtreſs, whoſe 
Eſteem one would merit, to be 
the Witneſs and Judge of our 


Actions. 


— 


2 did not fail of the . 
pointment; he ſaw a Houſe 
where all the Pleaſures were in 
7 their 
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their Kingdom, Theone preſided 
over; them: ſhe ſpoke to every 
one in his own Language, and 
her natural Temper made that 
of others entirely eaſy. | She 
pleated almoſt without Deſign, 
ſhe was as amiable as beneficient, 
and which ſtill increaſed the Va- 


lue of all her good — ſhe 
was beautiful. 


Babouc now perceived, that if he 
tarried any longer at Perſepolis, The- 
one would make him forget. Ithuriel. 
He took an Affection for the City, 
'T he Inhabitants | whereof were 


K 3 | polite 
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. good-natured, and benefi- 
cient, though at the fame time 
they were fickle, light, Slan- 
derers and full of Vanity, he 
feared leaſt Perſepolis ſhould be 
condemned, and dreaded the Ac- 
Ebufit he was about to give. 


But this was the manner in 
which he contrived to make his 
Report; he cauſed to be caſt by 
the beſt Founder in the City, a 
little Image compoſed of all kind 
of Metals, Earths, of the moſt 

preeisus and worthleſs Stones, 
-and carried it to Iburiel. Would 
you, faid he, break this pretty 


Image 
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Image to Pieces, becauſe it is not 

all of Gold and Diamonds? 1thuriel 
took the Hint, he reſolved not to 
puniſh Perſepolis, but to let the 
World go as it is; for, ſaid he, 
if all is not well, all is paſſable. 
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LETTER I 
; From Mr. Po. at B. == {0 
Mr. W----- af . 


Jul 20, 1783. 


O U are ſurpriz d, Sir, and 
* ſo is all Europe, at M. 
VDoltairès Diſgrace with 
the King of Pruſia. No body 
can yet comptehend, how it hath 
been 
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been poſlible to exaſperate a Phi- 
loſophic King againſt his firſt Fa- 

| vourite, to whom, during 16 
Years, he hath behaved rather 
like a faithful Friend than a gra- 
cious Prince. All the World 
knows that his Majeſty, charm'd 
with the Lyre of this new Orphers, 
never ceaſed his Applications to 
draw him to his Court, that he 
might be more intimately ac- 
quainted with his Muſe, which 
hath fo much contributed to refine 
his Taſte and to make him an Au- 
thor; a Character of which he is 
as jealous as he is of that of King. 
M. V oltaire had reſolvd not to 
(3 . 
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quit his native Country, but he 
could not reſiſt the prefling In- 
ſtances of his Pruſſian Majeſty, 
which were too honourable to 
him, to be diſregarded. He 
therefore left Paris, and went to 
Berlin in the Summer of the 
Year 1750. The King of Praia 
immediately loaded him with his 
Favours. Not content with aſſign- 
ing him a large Penſion, he alſo 
honour'd him with the Key of 
Chamberlain, and his Order of 
Merit. For two Years together 
M. Voltaire continued in high 
Favour with his Majeſty, and 
thou ght ' himſelf well eſtabliſhed, 

when 
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when he began to perceive ſome 
Marks of Jealouſy in a Man 
whom he had before reckoned 


had obtain'd the King's Protection 


by the great Noiſe he had cauſed: 
to be made about his Northern 


Expedition; and when he ſaw the 
high Opinion that had been con- 


ceived of his Merit was upon the 
decline, and that he was unable 


to keep it-up-by any other extra- 
ordinary Performances, endea- 
vour'd to ſecure the continuance 
of the Royal Favour by Craft and 
Artifices. This was M. Mouper- 
_— Prefident | of the Abademy 


of 


amongſt his Friends, and who 
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of Berlin. It is well known ta 
the literary World how, he bath 
firain'd to obtain the Characteo 
of a great Man, and an Inventor; 
by a Piece which: he hath pub» 
liſhed under the Title of Letters: 
The Learned, and amongſt the 
reſt, M. Voltaire, found ſo many 
Abſurdities in theſe Letters, that 
he could not forbear writing a Sa. 
tire on the Qccafion. This Satire 
was upon tne paint of being pub 
Ith'd at Potſdam,” under the Title 
of, The Diatriba of Dr. Akaia, 
when M. Mauperturs, being ap- 
prized of it, by one of is Crea- 
tures, obtained the Kiog's Orders 


for 
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for ſuppreſſing the Work. It is 
probable that this Suppreſſion was 
only deſigned by his Majeſty to 
reconcile the two Compatriot- 
Courtiers, but M. Maupertuis 
look'd upon it as a Mark of his 
ſuperiority in the eſteem of his 
Maſter, and relying upon this, 
he took the liberty to tell the 
King a thouſand Lies to ruin the 
Credit and Reputation of M. 
Voltaire, A Manuſcript Copy 
of the Diatriba of Doctor Akaia 
having fallen into the Hands of a 
Bookſeller in Holland, it ſoon ap- 
peared in print to the great Sa- 


| tiafaion. of- the Publick. M. 


Mau- 
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Maupertuis was enraged at this, 
and the more ſo as M. Voltaire, 
in this Satire, had taken part with 
M. Koenig, Councellor and Li- 
brary-keeper to his moſt ſerene 


Highneſs the Prince Stadtholder at 


the Hague, who with the ſtrongeſt 
- Arguments, had attack'd his Prin- 
 Ciple of the leaſt Action the Diſ- 
pute concerning which is well 
known to all the Learned in Eu- 
rope. M. Maupertuis immedi- 
ately, with all the aggravating 
Circumſtances he could think of, 
repreſented this to his Majeſty 
as an Offence againſt the Royal 
Authority. It was neceſlary 'to 
G make 
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make the King conſider it in 
this Light, in order to raiſe his 
| Indignation to the higheſt Pitch. 
It was in vain that M. Voltaire 
proteſted, and even made Oath 
that he did all he could to prevent 
the Impreſſion (and of this Imy- 
ſelf was an Eye-witneſs). He 
was condemned: the. Diatriba 
Doctor Alaia was by the King's 
Order burnt at Berlin, by the 
Hands of the common Execu- 
tioner, and the King cauſed the 
Tranſaction to be publiſhed in the 

Gazettes of Berlin. 5 
The firſt Step which M. 7 Jl. 
taire "took after this Scene, was 
to 
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to return the King his Key of 

Chamberlain, and his. Order of 
Merit, and to beg leave to retire. 
The King immediately ſent back 

the Key and the Croſs, accompa- 
nied with a very courteous Letter, 
wherein he intimated, that it 
would be very agreeable to him, 
if M. Voltaire would continue 
to reſide at his Court, and accept 
his Penſion. Out of Reſpect to 
his Majeſty, M. Voltaire retained 
the Key and the Croſs, but per- 
ſiſted in deſiring his diſmiſſion. 
To this Requeſt he could get no 
Anſwer. M. Mauperturs, con- 
tinued his Intrigues, and even ob- 
8 2 tained 
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tained the King's leave to compro- 
miſe his academical Diſpute with 
M. Koenig. The King 'publiſhed 
a Letter, wherein he thought pro- 
per to relate all the injurious 
Things concerning Meſſ. Voltaire 
and Koenig, that M. Manpertius 
had preſumed to tell him one 
Night, after the Opera was ended, 
when his Majeſty went in his 
Domino to M. Maupertiuiss 
Houſe and converſed with him 
ſome Hours in 1 His Bed- chamber. 


The Public in general declared 
for M. Voltaire and M. Koenig, 
but notwithſtanding this, M. Mau- 


pertus 
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fertuis found means to hinder 
Truth from approaching the 
Throne. M. Voltaire was diſgraced, 
and yet could not obtain his Diſ- 
miſſion, nor even Permiſſion to 
go to the Waters for Recovery 
of his Health. It was even 
prohibited, throughout the Mar- 
quiſate of Brandenburgh, to fur- 
niſh M. Voltaire with Horſes or 
to ſuſfer him to paſs. At length, 
however, I know not how, he 
obtained Permiſſion to go to the 
Baths of Plombiers, and he took 
his leave of the King at Pofſdam, 
to which Place he promiſed to 
return in the Month of | Oover. 


Gb 2 But 
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But his Enemy, who threatened 
to go to Leipfic to aſſaſſinate him, 
hath play'd his part ſo well, that 
M. Voltaire hath been diſgraced 
afreſh, as you will ſee by the 
Letters herewith ſent. Theſe 
Letters as well as that of the King 
of Pruſſia, which I ſend on Ac- 
count of the Relation it has to the 
others, are very authentic. 


T have the honour to be &c. 


LETTER, 


N. VoLTAIRE * 
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From M. ------ af Francfort upon 
the Main, to M.----at the Hague. 


July 8, 1753. 


F TER having diſpatched 
the laſt Letter I wrote 
you, I had the Honour to receive 
yours of the 3d of this Month: 
and as in that Letter I have given 
you all the Ecclairciſement you 
demanded concerning M. Vol- 

taireè s Affair, I will confine my- 
ſelf in this to what has paſſed here 
at Francfort. 

"Os. M. 
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M. de Freytag, the King of 
Pruſſia's Reſident in this City, 
immediately after M. Voltairès 
Arrival here, redemanded of him 
the Croſs of the Order of merit, 
the Key of Chamberlain, and alſo 
a ſmall Caſket, wherein it is ſaid 
is a Manuſcript in the King's 
own Hand. M. Voltaire immedi- 
ately delivered the two firſt, and 
gave his Parole, that the Caſket 
which he had ſent forward with 
his Baggage to Straſburgb, ſhould 
be produced in eight Days, and 
at the ſame time diſpatch'd one of 
his Domeſticks to Straſburgh to 
fetch it. It was accordingly 


brought 


* 
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brought back, and M. Voltaire 
having delivered it to M. de 
Freytag, had an Acquittance and 
leave given him in the King's 
Name to depart whenever he 
pleaſed. After a few Days he ſet 
out for Wiſhaden ; but he was 
ſtopped by the Guard at the Gates 
of the City, and M. de Freytag 
ſhew'd him a new Order of the 
King of Pruffa, to arreſt him: 
but this Order was not fign'd by 
the King himſelf. He was how- 
ever carried back under the 
Guard of 4 Soldiers and a ſub- 
altern Officer to the Houſe of a a 
Merchant called Schmidt. There 

M. 
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NM. Voltaire was very. ill treated by 
the Reſident, who kept him very 
cloſe, allowed his Pockets to be 
ſearched, and 80 Louis- d' ors found 
therein to be taken from him. 
He then was conducted to an 
Inn, together with his Niece and 
Secretary, under the Guard of a 
Soldier: and to affront him the 
more, the Secretary was obliged 
to paſs the firſt Night in the ſame 
Chamber with M. Peoltarre's 
Niece: M. Voltaire himſelf being 
fhut up in another Chamber with 
the Guard. The Day before yeſ- 
terday he was releaſed, and it is 
ſaid that the Order to arreſt him 


at 
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at the Gate, was ſent to the Re- 
ſident by one of his Enemies who 
had the Temerity to make uſe of 
the Kings Name. Time muſt in- 
form us of the Conſequences of 
this Affair. M. Voltaire will yet 
go to ſome of the Baths, but to 
which of them is not known. 

Thus I have told you all I know 
concerning this Affair. I had it 
from the Mouth of a Perſon to 
whom M. Voltaire himſelf related 
it. Jam on all Occaſions at your 
Service and have the Honour to 


be, Ge. 


LETTER. 
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A Letter in the King Pruſſia's | 
own hand, to M. Voltaire 


Auguſt 23, 1750. 


HAVE ſeen the Letter which 
your Niece writes you from 
Paris. The Friendſhip which ſhe 
expreſſes for you hath gained her 
my Efteem. If I were Madam 
Denis 1 ſhould think as ſhe does, 
but being what I am, I think 
otherwiſe. It would be the great- 
eſt Affliction to me to be the 
Cauſe of an Enemy's Miſery, 


how 
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how then can I with ill to a Man 
whom J eſteem, and who hath 
- facrificed to me his native Coun- 
try and every thing that Man- 
kind hold moſt dear? No, my 
dear Voltaire, if J could foreſee 
that your Tranſplantation could 
_ poſſibly turn in the leaſt Degree 
to your Diſadvantage, I would be 
the firſt to diſſuade you from it. 
Yes, I would prefer your Happi- 
| neſs to the extreme Pleaſure your 
Preſence would give me. But you 
are a Philoſopher J am one too; 
and can any thing be more natu- 

ral, and more rational and more 
regular, than that Philoſophers, 


united 
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united by the ſame Studies, the 
ſame Taſte, and a ſimilar Manner 
of thinking, and born to live to- 
gether, ſhould give themſelves 
that Satisfaction? I reſpect you as 
my Maſter in Eloquence and Sci- 
ence: I love you as a virtuous 
Friend: What Slavery, what Miſ- 
- fortunes, what Chances, what 
nconſtancy of Fortune then have 
you to fear in a Country where 
you are as much eſteem'd as in 
your native Country, and with a 
Friend who hath a grateful Heart. 
I am not ſo vain as to imagine 
that Berlin is equal to Paris. If 
| Grandeur, and Magnifi- 


CENCE 


cence make a City delightful, we 
yield to Paris. If there be a place 
in the World, where good Taſte 
is more univerſally and exten- 
fively diffuſed, I know and agree, 
that it is at Paris. But do not yo 
introduce this Taſte wherever you 
go? We have Organs which fuf- 
fice'to applaud you, and in point 
of Sentiment and Gratitude we 

yield to no Country in the World. 
I pay regard to the Friendſhip 
which attaches you to Madam di 
Chatelet, but after her I am one of 
your oldeſt Friends. What, becauſe 
you will live in my Houſe, it will be 

ſaid that this Houſe is your Priſon! 
: What 
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What, becauſe I am your Friend, 
I ſhall be your Tyrant! I own to 
you, that I don't underſtand .this 
. Logick, that Iam firmly perſuaded 
that you will be very happy here 
during my Life, that you will be 
regarded as the Father of Learn- 
ing and Taſte, and that you will 
find in me all the Conſolation that 
a Man of your Merit may expect 
from one who perfectly eſteems 
him. Good Night. 


F. R. 
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LETTER IV. 


From M. Voltaire, to Madam 
Denis, is Nezce. 


HRE E or four Vears ha- 

ving elapſed ſince I ſhed 
a Tear, I flattered myſelf that 
mine Eyes would not have known 


this Weakneſs again till they had 
| Cloſed for ever. Yeſterday Count 


de Stadian's Secretary found me 
diſſolved in Tears: Your Depar- 
ture and preſent Situation was 


the Cauſe of my Affliction. The 


cruel Severity of your Sufferings 
H loſt 


. 
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loſt its Horror when you were 
preſent: your Patience and your 
Courage rouſed mine, but after 
your Departure I had no Support. 
I cannot ſometimes help imagin- 
ing that it is all a Dream: 1 
fancy thefe Things to have been 
tranſacted in the Reign of Drony- 
ſius of Syracuſe. Can it be true, I 
alk myſelf, that a Lady of Paris, 
travelling with a Paſſport from the 
King her Maſter, can have been 
dragged through the Streets of 
Franekfort by Soldiers, impriſoned 
without any Form of Tryal, de- 
nied the Convenience of a Wait- 


ing-woman, or any 'Domeſtick, 
the 


D 
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the Door of the Priſon guarded by 
four Soldiers with their Bayonets 
fixed to their Muſquets, and 
compelled to ſuffer a 'Tool of this 


Freytag, one of the moſt abando- 
ned Villains, to paſs the Night | 
alone in her Apartment? When 
la Brinvilliers was confined, the 
Executioner was never left alone 
with her. So barbarous an In- 
decency is without example. And 
what was your Crime? The ha- 
ving travelled 100 Leagues, to ac- 
company to the Waters of Pls m- 
Bieres, a dying Uncle, whom you 
regard as your Father. It is cer- 
tainly a Diſhonour to the King of 
Hz Pruſſia 
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Pruſſia that he has not yet made 
Reparation for ſuch an Indignity, 
committed in his Name, by a 
Man who calls himſelf his Mi- 
niſter. 


An additional Affliction this to 
me: He cauſed me to be arreſted to 
regain his printed Book of Poems, 
with which he had favoured me, 
andto which I had ſome claim. He 
had left it with me as the Pledge 

of his Favour, and as the Reward 
of his Toils. He was defirous 
to reſume it; a fingle Word 
would have done; there was no 
Occaſion to impriſon an old Man 
N 14 1 
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who was going to drink the 

Waters. He might have remem- 
bered, that by his winning Favours 
for above 16 Years, he had given 
me Reaſon to believe myſelf in his 
good Graces ; that he had taken 
me from my Country in my old 
Age; that I had aſſiſted him for 
two Years together in perfecting 
his Talents; that I had ſerved 
him faithfully, and had never fail'd 
in any Part of my Duty; laſtly, 
That it was unworthy his Rank 
and Glory to take Part in an aca- | 
demical Quarrel, and for my only 
Recompence, to end all, by or- 
dering Soldiers to demand his 
H 3 Poem 
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Poems of me. I hope that ſooner 
or later he will be convinced that 
he has gone too far, that my 
Enemy has deceived him, and 
that neither the Author nor the 
King, ought ſo greatly to have im- 
bittered the laſt Days of my Life. 
He hath followed the Dictates of his 
Paſſion, but he will hereafter fol- 
low thoſe of his Reaſon and Good- 


neſs. But what will he do to attone 


for the abominable Outrages of- 
fer'd to you in his Name? My 
Lord Marſhal will, doubtleſs, be 


charged to efface, if poſſible, the 
Remembrance of the Horrors of 


Freytag' $ Treatment. | 
Letters 
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Letters have been ſent me hi- 
ther for you. One of them is 


from Madam Fontaine, and is not 
very conſolatory. It is pretended 


that I have been a Prufjan, if by 
this is meant that by my Attach- 
ment and enthuſiaſtick Zeal, I have 
made a Return for the extraordi- 
nary Favours which the King of 
Pruffia hath conferred upon me 
for ſixteen Years running, the 
Charge is juſt ; but if it is deſign- 
ed to inſinuate that I have been 
his Subject, or ceaſed to be a 
Frenchman for a ſingle Moment, 
it is entirely falſe. The King of 
Pruſſia never propoſed any ſuch 
H4 Thing 
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Thing, and gave me the Key of 
Chamberlain only as a Mark of 
his Goodneſs, which he himſelf 
calls frivolous, in the Verſes which 
he made when he gave me this 
Key and the Croſs, both which I 
have laid at his Feet. Theſe 
Marks of Diſtinction required 
neither Oath, Duty nor Naturali- 
zation. Wearing an Order does 
not make one a Subject. M. De- 
coville, who is in Normandy, yet 
retains the Key of Chamberlain 
1 to the King of Pruſſia, which he 
1 wears with the Croſs of the Order 
of St. Lewis. It would be highly 
unjuſt not to regard me as a 
771 French- 
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Frenchman, when J have all along 
kept my Houſe at Paris, and have 
paid the Capitation. Is it poſſible 
that the Author of the Age of 
Lewis XIV. ſhould be ſeriouſly 
charged with not being a French- 
man? Would any one dare to ſay 
it before the Statues of Henry IV; 
I will add, of Lewis XV. ſince 
I am the only Academician who 
wrote his Panegyrick when he 
gave us Peace, and ſince he has 
| himſelf this Panegyrick tranſlated 
into fix Languages. His Pruſſian 
Majeſty, being deceived by my 
Enemy, and impelled by Paſſion, 
may have irritated the King my 
Maſter 
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Maſter againſt me, but his Juſtice 

and Greatneſs of Soul will gain 
the Aſcendant, and he will be 
the firſt to deſire the King my 
Maſter to permit me to end my 
Days in my own Country. He 
will call to Mind that he has been 
my Diſciple, and that I have 
gained nothing from him but the 
Honour of enabling him to write 
better than myſelf. He will be 
contented with this Superiority, 
and will not make uſe of that 
which his Rank gives him, to op- 
preſs a Stranger, who hath ſome- 
times inſtructed, always eſteemed 
and reſpected him. 


I 


ern, 


I cannot aſcribe to him the 
Letters publiſhed againſt me in 


his Name. He hath too much 
Greatneſs of Mind to treat a pri- 


vate Perſon in ſuch an outragious 
Manner. He knows too well how 
a King ought to write, and what 
Regard is to be paid to Good+ 
manners and Decency of Behavi- 
our. He is born ſignally to diſ- 
play his Goodneſs and Clemency. 
This was the Character of our 
good and glorious King Henry IV. 
He was haſty and paſſionate, but 
he ſoon recovered himſelf; Paſſion 
governed only for a Moment, 
Humanity all his Life. 

See, 


108 LETTERS concerning &c. 


See, my dear, what an Uncle, 

or rather a ſick Father dictates to 

his Daughter. It will be ſome 

Comfort to me if you arrive in 

good Health. My Compliments 

to your Brother and Siſter. 
Adieu! may I die in your Arms 

unknown to Men and Kings. 


Moyence, Ju 9. 1753. 
= V. V. 
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F ſome Men are to be credit- 
I the Age we live in 
ought to be ſtiled the Tron 
Age 2 : as they affect to admire 
and exhalt the Ancients, for theie 
num- 
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numberleſs Virtues; whilſt they 
endeavour to lower and leſſen all 
that are contemporary with them. 
Without troubling myſelf to gueſs 
at the Motives for ſuch a Con- 
duct; I ſhall apply myſelf only to 
ſhew the Injuſtice of it. Men, 
in all Ages, have had their Vices, 
and their Virtues; and one Age, 
I believe, cannot reaſonably re- 
proach or magnify another on that 
Account. They boaſt (for Ex- 
ample) of the Friendſhip of Oreſ- 
tes and Pylades, and with good 
Reaſon; but then we are not to 
conclude, that thoſe two Friends 


are the only Models of an attach- 
ment 
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ment which will bear all Teſts; 
there are yet found Minds fo con- 
genial that nothing is capable of 
diſuniting them. The following 
Story will make it appear. Moſt 
of the Perſons whom I ſhall men- 
tion are now living; I write from 
authentick and original Papers; 
and beſides, this Affair has made 
too much Noiſe here *, to leave 
any room for doubting the Truth 
of what I am about to relate. 


Mr. Gaſpard de Rey de Soupat, 
whoſe Misfortunes are the Subject 
of the following Lines, was born 
in Taly. He was deſcended from 
* France, I the 
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the. Counts. de Soupat, who were 
Neapolitans; a Branch of that Fa- 
mily came into France in the 
Reign of Lewis the 12th; ſince 
which time, the Deſcendants of 
that Branch have ever continued 
in the King's Service. 


The Father of the Chevalier 
de Rey was in the Muſketeers. 
He was ſent into Traly with Mr. 
de Laverdin the French E mbaſſa- 
dor at Rome, and went with the 
Prince de Carpeigne, whoſe Fa- 
vour he had gained, to his Prin- 
cCipality. During his Abode there, 
the Chevalier de Rey was born; 
ati; and 
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and his Father returning into 
France, the Prince de Carpeigne, 
who was the young de Rey's God- 
father, would have him educated 
with his own Son: and happy 
would he have been, if his un- 
lucky Stars had not brought him to 
France; But he was forced to obey 
the Orders of his Father, which 
recalled him, and, at thirteen Vears 
of Age, he entered into the Army. 
Having aſcended the ſeveral ne- 
ceſſary Steps, he arrived at the 
Rank of Captain of the Colonel's 
Company, in the Regiment of 
Angumois. I ſhall paſs lightly 
over his early Days, which contain 
| I 2 nothing 
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nothing important. His Father, 


under pretence of marrying him, 
cauſed the Chevalier, to quit 
the Service; which he did, after 
having obtained the Croſs of 
Saint Lewrs, and the Certificates 
from his ſuperior Officers, which 
teſtify'd his good Conduct during 
the Years he had ſerved. This 
Step, which he took only in Obe- 
dience to his Father, was with- 
out doubt the firſt Cauſe of his 
Misfortunes. He came to Manthe, 
a little Town about Twenty- 
ſeven Miles from Paris, where 


his Father reſided; and at his 


Arrival 
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Arrival there, ſaw himſelf under 
a Neceſſity of correcting a Ruſ- 
tick who behaved diſreſpectfully 
to our Chevaler's Father. This 
Madman, who was Barber of the 
Village, enraged at a few Strokes 
with a Switch which he had re- 
ceived, fired a Piſtol, which would 
certainly have revenged him, if 
the Chevalier had not dexterouſly 
avoided the Shot; he ought to 
have proſecuted the Fellow, but 
a Soldier would have thought 
it a Diſhonour not to puniſh ſuch 
an Inſolence himſelf; his Gun 
was loaded with large Shot, and 
to avoid putting out the Barber's 

13 Eyes 
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Eyes, he took fo good Aim at a 
part 'very far from his Head, 
that not a Grain went beſide 
him; and being ſenſible he 
had merited this Treatment, the 
Barber did not apply to a Magiſ- 
trate for three Days, at which 
time, on the Solicitations of the 
Enemies to our Chevalier's Father, 
he commenced a Proſecution. As 
the Family of Mr. du Rey ear- 
neſtly withed he would enter into 
Foreign Service, they judged this 
Circumſtance was favourable to 
their Deſigns, and preſſed him to 
| depart; he ſhewed this Mark of 
- Obedience to his Father, but did 

l -. mor 
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not think he ought to carry it fo 
far as to be wanting in his Duty 55 
to France; the Croſs of St. Lewis 
had ſtrengthened his Attachment 
to that Crown, and he refuſed all 
the Advantages which had been 
offered to induce him to quit that 
Service. Cardinal Fleury | having 
heard of his Conſtancy, made an 
Enquiry into the Affair which 
had occaſioned the Chevalier to go 
into Lorrain, and upon being in- 
formed of the Truth of it, cauſed 
Notice to be given to the Cheva- 
lier, that he might return into 
France. He was not Tong there 
before he grew tired of his inactive 
I 4 Life, 
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Life, and going to Verſailles to 
ſolicit a new Commiſſion in the 
Army, he met there his old 
F riend the Chevalier de Bourdin; ; 
and as much with a view to en- 
joy his Company, as to be in 
reach of tranſacting his own 
Affairs, he went to board at his 
Houſe. Then it was that an Ac- 
quaintance of Youth was ripened 
into the Tendereſt and nioſt per- 
fect Friendſhip that ever exiſted; 
a Friendſhip to which the Cheva- 
lier de Rey ſacrificed his Liberty 
and Fortune. . But we muſt go a 
little further back for the better 


under 
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underſtanding the Sequel of * 
Story. 


The Chevalier de Bourdin,who 
deſcended from a very ancient 
Family, and whoſe Grandfather 
died Governor of the Town of 
Vitri-le-Frangoi s, was left an Or- 
phan very young; he had but 
one Brother, who being his El- 
der, gave him what part he 
thought fit, of the Inheritance of 
his Anceſtors. Our Chevalier then 
too young to be ſenſible of the In- 
juſtice done him, did not re- 
flect on it, till the time, that ha- 
ving loſt an Arm, in the Service, 


he 
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he ſaw himſelf conſtrained to 
quit the Army. | 


The Count readily agreed, that 
he had been injured in the Partition 
of the Eſtate, and being too equi- 
table to think of cluding, by means 
of the Law, a Reſtitution which he 
thought himſelf bound to make, 
he accomodated the Matter with 
his Brother, and agreed to ſurren- 
der to him a Farm, which 
might be an Equivalent for what 
he ought to have received at the 
time of the firſt Partition. The 
Chevalier de Bourdin being de- 
** with his Brother's Inte- 


grity 
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ority, was not very haſty, to take 
Poſſeſſion of the Land he had fo 
yielded up to him. 


Some years paſſed, during 
which, the Chevalier de Bourdin 
married; and as he had regard only 
to Merit in the Woman he choſe, 
and found himſelf the Father of 
two Children, he began to take 
proper Meaſures for entring on the 
Land, which ſo belonged to him. 
The Chevalier de Rey, charmed 
with the Pleaſures he taſted in 
this new Society, promiſed him 
never to quit it; And this little 
Rm ud enjoyed as it were be- 
fore 
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fore Hand, the Happineſs which 
they expected in their new Abode: 
could they foreſee the Misfortunes, 
they were on the Point of * 
a to? Lo 


The Count de Bourdin had two 
Sons, who not being ſo honeſt as 
their Father, could not ſee, with- 
out Grief, the Reſtitution he had 
made to their Uncle, What is not 
Avarice capable of? It engaged 
theſe Sons in the blackeſt Action 
imaginable : they were too ſenfible 
of the Injuſtice of their Cauſe, to 
think of having recourſe to the 
uſual and common Methods: they 
wa impoſed 
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impoſed upon the Religion and 
Integrity of Mr. Chauvelin, In- 
tendant of the Province of Pi- 
cardy, who, being deceived by 
their Artifices, was guilty of unex- 
ampled Exceſſes. 


The Count de Bourdin, true to 
his Engagements, had inclined 
his Brother and Siſter-in-law, to 
come and take Poſſeſſion of the 
Land he had reſigned to them. 
They. arrived there with the Che- 
valier de Rey, but the Sons of the 
Count, regardleſs of the Diſho- 
nour that would fall on them for 
ſuch a Behaviour, came there 

alſo 
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alſo, well accompanied; and, for- 
getting their Duty and Humanity, 
fired a Gun upon their Aunt, 
who avoided the Shot only by the 
Dexterity of a Servant, who 
turned a-ſide the Hand of the 
Perſon who diſcharged it. Such 
an Attempt could not paſs unpu- 
niſhed. The Chevalier de Bour- 
din had recourſe to Juſtice, and 
going to his Eſtate at Breteuil in 
Picardy, waited for the Deciſion 
of the Affair, with that Tran- 
quillity which naturally attends 
Innocence. Judge how great was 
his Surprize, when his Servants 
came, and informed him, that 
his 
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his Houſe was ſurrounded: by the 
Officers of the Marſhalſea ; ; he 


could eaſily have reſiſted or made 


his eſcape ; but being perſuaded 


he had nothing to fear, he ordered 
his People to remain quiet, and 


having himſelf opened the Door; 


he aſked them the Cauſe of their 
coming? To arreſt you, by the 
King's Order, anſwered the com- 
manding Officer; who, having 


poſted Guards at the Gates of the 


Caſtle, demanded to ſpeak in 
private with the Chevalier de Rey; 


which being granted, he preſented 

to him a Paper, which he re- 
quired him to ſign, and informed 
him 


* 2 
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him that thereon depended his 
Liberty. The Chevalier de Rey 
had no ſooner curſorily run over 
the Contents of the Paper, than 
he immediately loſt all Patience, 
and having torn it in Pieces, 
informed his Friend, that they 
wanted to engage him by the 
moſt tremendous Oaths, to aban- 
don him to his Ill-Fortune; but 
he aſſured him that he would 
ſooner looſe his Life, than be 
guilty of ſo cowardly and mean- 
ſpirited an Action. The Chevalier 
de Bourdin, affected with his 
Friend's Generoſity, in vain uſed 
his utmoſt Efforts to hinder him 

2 | from 
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from ſharing his Diſgrace, and 
Madam de Bourdin, joined her 
Tears to her Huſband's Intreaties 7 
But nothing could ſhake the 
Conſtancy of the Chevalier de Rey. 
This moving Scene was ſo far 
from diſarming the Fury of theſe 
Men, ( unuſed to the melting 
Mood and ſteeled by Practices”) 
that it ſeemed to reinforce its 
Strength. They tore off the Croſs 
of the Chevalier de Rey, and this 
unfortunate Family was igno- 
miniouſly conducted to the Priſon 
of Montdidier : But what almoſt 
broke the Hearts of this miſerable 
Couple, was the ſeparation from 
Ge =. their 
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their Children, who fruitleſly 
ſtretched out towards them their 
little Hands, but could not there- 
by, or by their Tears, obtain Per- 
miſſion to follow their Parents; 
and that afflicted Mother, had the 
additional Grief, to ſee her help- 
leſs Infants Ill-treated before her 
Face. One would think, that the 
Fury of the Sons of the Count de 
Bourdin would have been ſatisfied 
in the cruel Treatment they had 
made their Uncle undergo: But 
when People give themſelves up 
to Wickednefs, do they know any 
Bounds? A Priſon appeared too 
mild to them, and they obtained 
an 


” 8 
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1 Order to ſhut up thoſe Three 
unhappy People in a Dungeon. Fl 


The Chevalier de PR had 
ſtill one Advocate left, namely 
the Count his Brother ; who 
being provoked at the Behaviour 
of his Children, was. taking 
Meaſures (after having renounced 
them) to confound their Villany; 
but they did not give him time: 
he was carried off, as he was 


going to Church, thrown into a 
Dungeon at Amiens, and after- 
wards ſent to the Priſon of the 
Biſhoprick, where he remained 
four Months. VET 
The 


K 2 
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The Children of the Chevalier 
de Bourdin, had not better fortune 
than their Father: his Daughter, 
ty d upon a Horſe, was carried to 
the Hoſpital of Montdidier, and his 
Son, ten Vears old, was ſhut up in a 
Monqſtery near St. Omers; and as 
if the Rage of the Sons of the 
Count de Bourdin, had increaſed 
in proportion to the Number of 
it's Victims, it reach'd ev'n their 
Father's Wife, whom they drove 
out of Doors, after having taken 
Poſſeſſion of his Houſe. And 
could it be ſuppoſed that hey 
would pay any regard to their 
Mother-in-law, who did not bluſh 


to 
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to confine the Author of their 
Birth in a Dungeon; from 
whence he was releaſed only 
upon theſe Conditions, of paſſing 
the Remainder of his Life in Ex- 
ile, annulling the Deed he had 
ſigned in his Brother's Favour, 


and ſurrendering his Eſtate, to his 
unnatural Children. 


Six long Weeks did the Cheva- 
lier de Bourdin, his Wife and 
Friend, lie in the Dungeon, with- 
out knowing what they were 
accuſed of. How horrible muſt 
be their Situation! and yet they 
were fated ſoon to be in a ſtill 

K 3 more 
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more terrible one. In that fright- 
ful Abode, which they ſhared with 
the moſt abandoned wretches, 
they had yet the Conſolation of 
being together; they mixed their 
Tears, and conſidered every Mo- 
ment as being, perhaps, the laſt 
of their Misfortunes. Their Im- 
priſonment, being contrary to all 
Forms of Law and Juſtice, muſt 
be probably founded upon. ſome 
Accuſation: They could not con- 
demn them without conſronting 
8 their Accuſers; and then it would 
be caly to ſhew the Impoſture : 
but they were deceived in their 
Hopes, tho' they were not long 
| decciy ed 
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deceived as to the true Cauſe of 
their Detention. Theſe unhappy 
Victims of their Injuftice, at laſt 
made their Cries heard by the In- 
tendant: they procured to be 


preſented to him the following 
Petition, which I have tranſcrib- 
ed Word for Word: the Stile 
of it is fimple, but oppreſſed 
Innocence could not ſpeak with 
more Force and Energy. 


«© Henry Amadeus de Bourdin, 
(Chevalier Seigneur de Broſſe, and 
© the Lady his Wiſe, moſt humbly 
« ſhew, to Mr. Chauvelin Inten- 
« dant of Picardy, that in conſe- 

'R 4 cams 
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e quence of his Orders, they 
* have been detained for three 
Months paſt, in the Dungeon 
« of the Priſon of Montdidier, 
ce where they now languiſh in the 
" oreateſt Miſery, deprived of all 


ce the Comforts, of Life, and ed 


only with Bread and Wa er; 
« worn out by ſickneſs, and 
« confounded with the meaneſt 
e and moſt wicked of the Po- 
6 pulace. 3 


This deplorable Situation, 
and the Rigors which are ad- 
e ded to it, are not the only Tor- 
2 ments of the Petitioners: certain 

A; « unquiet 
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* unquiet Minds, their Enemies, 
take Advantageof the melancho- 
y Conjuncture of their Captivity, 
« to defame them in the Province 
« by Calumnies of all kinds: and 
the Publick (Slaves to Prej u- 
dice) ſeem inclined to give 
« the nſelves up to a Multitude 
« of indiſcreet Suſpicions, which 
ce are, to the Petitioners, the moſt 
« cruel and moſt affecting of * 
“O utrages. * 


The Bitterneſs of ſo many 
« Misfortunes, will not ſuffer 
«© them to remain filent. Being 
< perſuaded- that vulgar Preju- 


| 
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er dices, are incapable to dazzle 
« the Eyes of an equitable Judge: 
«© They, with Confidence, im- 
t plore your Juſtice, (my Lord,) 
© againſt the Oppreſſion they 
«© ſuffer; if it is poſſible to convict 
them of any Crimes, they de- 
« fire you to puniſh them; but 
ce jf, (as they have room to think) 
ce their Innocence will ſecure them 
©from puniſhment, they ardently 
te pray you will be pleaſed to re- 
© turn to them, their Honour, 
ce. and their Liberty, which their 
<«. Enemies are imploying all their 
<«-Credit to deprive them of. As 
de. your Petitioners have been im- 


ce priſaned 
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ce priſoned three Months, they 
« think your Lordſhip has had 
ce time to be informed of the 
« Truth of the Caſe, and they 
e flatter themſelves, that ſo long a 

«© Proof will tend to manifeſt their 
Innocence, and to convince you, 
c that Paſſion, alone, has given 
« Birth to the different Accuſa- 
tions, which may have been laid 
* againſt them: Religion, and 

* Equity, ſollicit you to put an' 
End to their Misfortunes; it is 
not juſt that Perſons of their 
“Quality, whoſe Sentiments are 
« agreeable to the Nobility of 
N their 
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« their Birth, ſhould longer re- 


« main in fo deplorable a Con- 
« dition.” a 


. 
% il 
— 


The Chevalier de Rey pre- 
ſented a ſeperate Petition, to 
which they gave no Anſwer. 
That given to the foregoing Peti- 
tion was very Laconick; it was | 
wrote in the Margin of the firſt 
Page, and imported. They 
« muſt- firſt of all, give up the 
Partition made with the Count 
« Je Bourdin ; ; together with the 
« Deeds executed between them, 
e into the Hands of the Lieute- 
= nant-General.” 


Thus; 
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| Thus, then, was the Chevalier 
de Bourdin reduced to a neceſſity 
of looſing» either his Eſtate or his 
Liberty ; and that without legal 
Inquiry, or Trial, by the imperious 
Will of his Enemies alone; but 
what do I ſay? the doing the 
fame kind of Act, did not fave 
the Count de Bourdin his Bother, 


to whom they ſcarce afforded 


a Subſiſtance: and it is probable 
the Chevalier by ſurrendering his 
Eſtate, would not have obtained 
his Liberty, which he might have 
made uſe of to obtain Satisfaction 
for their Violence. 


The 
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The Chevalier de Rey, and Ma- 
dam de Bourdin, having made 
this Reflection, it induced them 
to exhort the Chevalier de Bour- 
din to arm himſelf with Courage. 
That Criminals might, if they 
thought fit, purchaſe Impunity 
for their Crimes, by facrificing 
their Riches, but Innocence 
would think itſelf degraded if it 
had Recourſe to ſuch extraor- 
dinary Means to obtain Liberty, 
and enjoy its Rights. This was 
the only Reaſon that determined 
the Chevalier de Bourdin to | refuſe 
the Renunciation requited, and 
his Reſolution determined his 
_— Enemies 


Epgwies. to frike the finiſhing 
Blow. His barbarous Nephews 
drew up a Petition, in which, 
ſi uppoling the Priſoners attainted 
and convicted of the moſt heinous 
Crimes, they implore the King's 
Mer cy, in Behalf of an illuſtrious 
Family on the point of being diſ- 
honoured by the Puniſhment of 
the Chief of it. (for in this Peti- 
tion, mention was made only of 
the Count, and the Chevalier de 
Bou din) But they had deter- 
mined not to be contented with 
thoſe Viétims only. It was neceſ- 
fary to get this Petition, ſigned by 
Perſons who ſhould give it 
* 3 Weight 
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Weight; eight Gentlemen (Men 
of Probity) thought they did a 
meritorious Act, by faving from 
the ſhame of Puniſhment, Crimi- 
nals, whom they ſuppoſed had 
been try'd according to Law; 
and tho' they were totally un- 
known to them, they ſigned the 
Petition as Relations, The King, 
having no room to ſuſpe& the 
Impoſture, had more Regard to 
the Name of the accuſed Perſons, 

than to the Crimes of which they 
were acc aſed, and changed the 
Sentence of real Death, which it is 
ſuppoſed muſt be paſſed on them, 
into a cruel Death, by giving 
Per- 


N 
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Permiſſion to confine them for the 
reſt of their Days. | | 
The Nephews of the Chevalier 
de ' Bourdin having obtained their 
Wiſhes, did not obſerve the 
Tenor of the Letter under the 
Privy Signet *; it related only to 
their Father and their Undle; 
but the firſt heing baniſhed, and 
ſpoiled of his Eſtate, no longer 
gave them any Diſquietude ; they 
ſubſtituted to him the Chevalier 
de Rey, whom they had in vain 
endeavoured to ſeduce; and not 
being eaſy about the Conſequences 
of their Injuſtice, in caſe any one 
Lettre de Cachet. L. ſhould 


e 
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ſhould remain capable of bringing 
it to Light, they made their Aunt 
partaker of her Huſband's Misfor- 
tunes > not in quality of his Wife, 
but under the ſcandalous Name 
of an immodeſt Woman; with 
which. Title ſhe was carried to 
the Hoſpital, where, for more 
than four Years, ſhe was con- 
founded with the wretched Vic- 
tims of Publick Incontinence, 
and could not get an Opportunity 


to make her Cries heard, and ob- 
tain juſtice for a Treatment, ſo 
unworthy her Rank. How often 
in that diſmal Abode did ſhe call 
for Death, leſs terrible to a Wo- 


man 
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man well born, than the Igno- 
miny which follows . the being 
convicted of bad Conduct? How 
many times did ſhe endeavour to 

ſoften the Heart of the Barbarians, 
to whoſe Cuſtody ſhe was commit- 
ted? but Pity never appears in 
thoſe horrible Places, and ſhe did 
not receive the poor Conſolation 
of hearing a Wiſh uttered in her 


4 avour. 


The Chevalier de Bourdin 
would have been (comparatively) 
happy, if he had been ignorant of 


his Wife's Misfortunes, but his 


Perſecutors took care not to loſe 
& 2 10 
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ſo fair an Opportunity of aggra- 
vating his Miſery. Stunned with 
this terrible Blow, the inſtant he 
entered the Bysre *, he had not 
the leaſt Thought of his own Si- 
tuation; he was wholly taken up 
with that of a virtuous Wife, and 
of a generous Friend, whom he 
had unfortunately made Sharers of 
his Deſtruction: his. Deſpair at firſt 
drove him almoſt to the. greateſt 
Extremities. Leave me to die, ſaid 
he, to his Friend; my Deſtiny, 
my Perſecutors, require a Victim: 
my Blood, crying Vengeance to 
Heaven, like that of Abel, ſhall 


* A Houſe where they confine Madmen and 
—— | 
* pro- 


— 
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procure for you happy Days. 
The Chevalier de Rey, was forced 
for a long time, to watch over his 
Friend; at laſt, by often ſetting 
before him what he ow d to God, 
in the low and mortifying Condi- 
tion to which Providence had 
brought him, he made him con- 
ſent to ſuffer Life, which he 
could no longer. conſider, but as 
a Pumſhment. But if Religion 
ſnatched him from the :Jaws of 
Deſpair, it could not in the leaſt 
diminiſh the melancholy thought, 
occaſioned by the : Misfortunes of 
his Wife, and Friend. He pictured 
to himſelf that beloved Spouſe, 

"+ OF cloath'd 
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cloath'd in a mean Habit, want- 
ing all Neceſſaries, become the 
Horrors of the good, and a Com- 
panion of the moſt deſpicable 
Creatures. He repreſented to him- 
ſelf his poor Children, expoſed to 
the Mercy of their barbarous Cou- 
lens, at a time of Life, in which 
they were ſcarce capable of know- 
ing their Miſery. He repreſented 
to himſelf his Friend deprived of 
his Honour, of his Liberty, and 
obliged to fhare with him the 
Horrors of an Abode, deſtined 
for the moſt wicked Wretches : 
Needed there more to bring him 


to the ned And indeed he was 
ſoon 
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ſoon ſeized with a Langu or, which 


preſaged to him the End of his 
Life and of his Troubles. 


The Strictneſs with which they 
were guarded, was ſo great, than 


more than four Years paſſed, be- 
fore they could find an Opportu- 


nity to make known their Com- 
plaints. At laſt, the Chevalier 4e 


Rey (by what means he would 
never diſcover) procured ſome 
Paper, and drew up an Account 
of their Misfortunes, and having 
ſealed up the Letter, nothing re- 
mained, only to get it delivered 
according to the Directions, But 


L 4 whe- 
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whether they had entertained” 
ſome Suſpicions of his Intelli- 
gence, or whether unforſeen Cir- 
cumſtances had occaſioned their 
Guards to be changed, he no 
more ſaw the Perſon whoſe Com- 


* he had excited. 


Some Months paſſed 1050 
they could find an Expedient to 
ſend away the Letter, but Neceſ- 
ſity furniſhes. Ingenuity. He cut 
'the Sheets of his Bed into long 
and narrow. Pieces, with which 
he made a String, and as he had. 
ſome Paper left, he made one of 


__ little Machines, that Chil- 
5 dren 
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dren play with, called: a Kite : to 
this he faſtened his Letter, and 
one Day, when the Wind was 
very high, he let looſe the Kite, 
and left the reſt to Providence. 
'The Kite was found a good way 
from the Bys*tre, and the Chil- 
_ dren who pick'd it up, having 
_ carried it Home, gave the Letter 

to their Father, who put it into 
the Hands of the Miniſter of the 
Pariſh, who, ſeeing it was di- 
reed to a Man of Quality, went 
to Paris, and delivered it with his 
own Hands. i; 

This Friend, to whom the 
Chevalier de Rey made known 
5 x his 
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his Situation, had made many 
fruitleſs Efforts to know what was 
become of hirn. He was an Fu- 
Lan Lord, and being overjoyed 
that he could ſucconr oppreſſed 
Innocence, he flew to the Cardi- 
nal, and informed him of the 

_ feandalous Ufe which had been 
made- of the King's Authority. 
The Cardinal cauſed an Order to 
be immediately iſſued, for releaſ- 
ing the Chevalier de Rey from the 
Bysﬆtre; who immediately threw 
himſelf at the Feet of the Cardi- 
nal, to whom he was known, and 


obtained his Friend's Releaſe. 


In 
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In this Juncture, the Nephews 
of the Chevalier de Bourdin, uſed 
their utmoſt Efforts, to difunite 
thoſe two Friends. They offered 
the Chevalier de Rey ſuch Nepara- 
tion and Amends, as they ima- 
gined would tempt a Man, wha 
was but fparingly provided with 
the Goods of Fortune: but all 
was fruitleſs. He loſt not a Mo- 
ment in getting his Friend out of 
Priſon; who was ho longer in a 
Condition to taſte the Sweets of 
Liberty. Sinking under the Weight 
of his Infirmities, even the Deſirè 
of ſeeing his dear Wife, could 
ſcarce furniſh him with Strength 

enough 
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; enough to bear the ig. * 4 


Coach to Paris. 


The Chevalier de Rey, having 
ſeen him put to Bed, run to the 
Hoſpital, provided with an Order 


for the Releaſe of Madam de 


Bourdin. In what a Condition, 
alas! did he find that unhappy 
Woman? her Tears and Sighs, 


had been her ordinary Food for 


four Years, during which Time, 


ſhe had not heard the leaſt Ac- 
count, either of her unhappy 
Huſband, or helpleſs Children; 
the Neceſſity of labouring to pro- 
cure pri even the coarſeſt 


Food, 


— 1 nnd - 
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Food, had exhauſted her Strength, 
inſomuch that when ſhe was 
brought to the Chevalier de Rey, 
he ſcarce knew her: being in- 
formed that her Huſband was alive, 
ſhe hardly gave herſelf time to 
put off the mean Habit ſhe wöre, 
and throwing herſelf half dreſſed 
into the Coach, was unable to 
utter a Word all the way; but 
her Tears flowed freely. She 
came at laſt to the Bed of that 
| Huſband, ſo dear to her, and 
precipitating herſelf into his Arms, 
the appeared, for ſome time, out 
of her Senſes. But I am aware 


that to attempt deſcribing ſuch a 
Scene 
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Scene would be to weaken the 

Idea, which will naturally ariſe, 

in the Mind of every ſenſible 

and compaſſionate Reader. Some 

things cannot be deſcribed, and 

we muſt be ſatisfied to feel them. 
* | | | 


After thoſe Friends had given 
ſome Hours to the Pleaſures of 
_ their happy Meeting, theyconſulted 
about the Steps they were to take: 
They had no Idea of the Cauſe 
of their Detention; in order then 
to be informed of it, they went 
to Montdidier, ſurrendered them- 
ſelves into the Hands of the Offi- 
cers of Juſtice, and preſented a 

Peti- 
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Petition, that their Affair might 
be examined into and try d. But 
how great was their Surprize, 
when they found there had been 
no Information againſt them, 
not a ſingle Witneſs examined, 
nor the leaſt proceeding had. 
That the whole bad been carried 
_ en contrary to the Rules of Law 

and Juſtice, and that they had 
been arreſted upon the Clamors 
af ſome wicked People, who 
had not even been heard ac- 
cording to the Courſe of Law. 
They therefore cauſed thoſe Per- 
ſons to be ſummoned before the 


Judges, 
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Judges, but they, for the moſt 
Pa abſconded. 


| Whit in Chevalier de Rey 
was taking theſe Meaſures, neceſ- 

ſary for his Juſtification, the Che- 
valier de Bourdin'was at the Point 

of Death. He ſpit Blood, and 

finding that he had but few Mo- 

ments to live, he cauſed his 

Friend to be called (who. was de- 

parted to leave him at Liberty 

to perform the laſt Duties of a 

Chriſtian, and thus addreſſed 

him, I adore, (faid-he)the Will of 

Providence, and reſign into his 

Hands my unhappy Family : but, 


my 
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my dear Friend, may I flatter my- 
ſelf, in this laſt Moment of my 
Life, that you will continue to 
be the Inſtrament God will make 
uſe of, to defend them ? Become 
their Father, become the Huſ- 
band of a wretched Woman, 
whom I have made a Partner of 
my Misfortunes: if Heaven, ap- 
peaſed, has in Store for you more 
happy Days, let me be ſometimes 
the Subject of your Converſa- 
tion; let me live in your Me- 
may If you can get Informa- 
tion of the Deſtiny of my luckleſs 
Children, recall to their Minds the 


Remembrance of a Father, who 


M wiſhed 
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wilhed to have been more fortu- 
nate, that he might have given 
them an Education ſuitable to 
5 their Birth. The Weakneſs of 
> the Chevalier de Bourdin pre- 
B vented his ſaying more, and he 
appeared eaſy, when the Chevalier 
de Rey had promiſed him, that 
he would not abandon his Fa- 
mily. He kept his Word, and 
; ſome time after the Death of the 
Chevalier de Bourdin, he married 
His Widow. 


| | When he came out of Priſon, 
{there being no Accuſation againſt 
Him ) his firſt Care was to get In- 
telligence 
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telligence of his Friend's Children. 


The Son had eſcaped from the 
Monaſtery, by ſwimming croſs a 
| River, and as he was tall for his 
Age, he had liſted for a Soldier; 
His Captain no ſooner learned 
that he was a Son of the Cheva- 
lier de Bourdiz, who had been his 
Friend, then he generouſly gave 
him his Diſcharge. They pro- 
duced a Certificate of the Death of 
the Daughter, who had been put 
into the Hoſpital of Montdidier; 
but ſeveral Witneſſes were found, 
who atteſted that they had ſeen 
her alive, ſince the Date of the 


Ma _ law 
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ſaw himſelf therefore under a Ne- 


ceſſity of commencing a Proſecu- 


tion, by which he demanded of 
his Enemies, the Reſtitution of 
his Honour, of his Eſtate, and of 
a Daughter, who by his Marriage 
with the Mother, was become 
his own. Notwithſtanding the 
Juſtice of his Cauſe, he could not 
hope for a ſpeedy Determination 
of it: He wanted Money, and. 
his Enemics, who ſought only 
to gain Time, thought fit to re- 
criminate. They revived the 
Affair of Manthe, and endeavoured 
to put the Chevalier de Rey 
under a — of defending 


wc him- 
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himſelf, in hopes he would give 

over all thoughts of attacking 
others: but he eaſily juſtify's | 
himſelf, from that pretended 
Aſſaſſination; and then his Per- 
ſecutors, dreading the Integrity of 
that auguſt Body, who make it 
their Duty to protect oppreſſed 
Innocence, endeavoured to with- 
draw the Cauſe from their Juriſ- 
diction. | 


They inſiſted on it, That the 
Parliament could not take cogni- 
zance of an Impriſonment, made | 
by a formal Order of the King; 
this Evaſion, plainly ſhew'd the 


unwor⸗ 
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unworthy Management by which 


they impoſed on the Equity of 


the Intendant of Picardy; and 
thro' him, that of the King and his 
Minifters. This new Information 


increaſed the Courage of the Che- 


valier ; who far from thinking he 
ſhould fail in the Reſpect he ow'd 


the King's Orders, imagined he 


was acting to promote his Glory, 
by bringing to Puniſhment, 
Wretches who had dared to 
miſlead him. 


The Gentlemen, who at the 
Requeſt of the Sons of the Count 
de Bourdin, had ſigned the Petition 


owned that they were : deceived, 


and 


cr 
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and that far ſrom being of the 
fame Family with the accuſed, 
they knew them only by Name, 
At length, the Chevalier de Rey 
in ſpite of all the Delays which 
the moſt artful Chicanery could 
obtain, ſaw the Deciſion of this 
Affair referred to the Parliament, 
as he had long wiſh'd for. His 
Adverſaries, being diſmayed, and 
throughly ſenſible of the great 
Difference between this Tribunal, 


and thoſe where they had for ſo 


long a time ſpun out the Cauſe, 
offered an Accommodation to the 
Chevalier de Rey. But could any 
Recompence be made him ade- 

auate 
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quate to the Injuries he had. ſul- 
tained? He therefore rejected 
their Offers. Whilſt I write this, 
the Cauſe is coming on to be 
heard; and it is not doubted but 
the Judges, by their Sentence, 
will give ample Recompence to 
the Chevalier de Rey, for the Loſs 
of his Honour, Liberty and Eſtate, 
and will doom the Sons of the 
Count de Bourdin, to a Puniſh- 
ment, adequate to their barbarous 


and unnatural Villany. 
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